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Mr. McMillan presented the following 

MEMORIAL FROM THE COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CITIZENS’ ASSOCIA¬ 
TION RELATIVE TO THE NAMING OF MINOR STREETS. 

Washington, D. 0., April 20,1896. 
Sir: We, the undersigned, a special committee representing the 

Columbia Heights Citizens’ Association, beg leave to submit the follow¬ 
ing for the consideration of your committee: 

The fact is doubtless well known to you that great lack of system 
exists in the street nomenclature of the District of Columbia. A good 
example of this is furnished in the section which our association repre¬ 
sents. Our territory comprises several subdivisions, and is bounded on 
the south by Florida avenue, on the west by Fifteenth street extended, 
on the north by Spring street, and on the east by Brightwood avenue. 
M^nyof the streets running east and west, between Brightwood avenue 
and Fifteenth street, have two and often three names each. Take Roan¬ 
oke street for example. The continuation of this street to the eastward, 
between the line of Eleventh street extended (which is the dividing line 
between the subdivisions of Columbia Heights and Todd and Brown) and 
Brightwood avenue, is known as Irving street, while the western end, 
between Fourteenth and Fifteenth streets, is called Euclid place. Sim¬ 
ilar embarrassing conditions exist everywhere in the District, and the 
confusion and inconvenience resulting therefrom can readily be under¬ 
stood. 

And then the great repetition in names is most confusing. More 
than one-eiglith of the thousand names comprised in the nomenclature 
of the public thoroughfares of the District are repeated once at least, 
while in numerous instances three and often as many as hve and six repe¬ 
titions of the same name occur. The name of “Brown ” is represented 
by two streets, two alleys, three courts, and one road. There are four 
“ Central” avenues. Two streets and two alleys are called “ Congress.” 
There are three “Howard” avenues and four “Pleasant,” five “Tea,” 
and two “Pig” alleys. Four streets are named “Madison,” while the 
names of “School,” “Warren,” “Washington,” and “Park” are repre¬ 
sented by three streets each, each also having one or more alley, place, 
or court to its credit. The accompanying table, marked A, will show 
these repetitions in detail. 

In the minor streets and alleys are found many vulgar and ridicu¬ 
lous names which shock the senses, such as Zigzag, Tin Cup, Cabbage, 
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Swing Hammer, Hog, Pig, Cow, Goat, Fighting, Chinch, and Louse. 
Surely we are not so poor in material as to be forced to use such inap¬ 
propriate names. 

It will thus be seen that there is pressing need of reform in this mat¬ 
ter, and we would therefore recommend that the District Commis¬ 
sioners be authorized and directed by Congress to perfect the present 
anomalous system of nomenclature. With this end in view, the inclosed 
draft of a bill (B) is submitted, with the hope that it or something 
approximating to it may at an early day receive the approval of Con¬ 
gress and the Executive. 

Kespectfully submitted. 
George Simmons, 
A. B. Jameson, 
G. M. Husted, 

Committee. 
Hon. James McMillan, 

Chairman Senate Committee on the District of Columbia. 
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Repetitions in the names of streets, etc., in the District of Columbia—Continued. 
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Repetitions in the names of streets, etc., in the District of Columbia—Continued. 
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